
How do they survive?
Our world has everything animals need to live. 

Animals, including you and me, are living things. 

There are some things all animals need to stay 

alive. That is what surviving means: staying alive. 

Animals



Welcome to the world of animal survival!

You will discover how animals find what they 

need to survive in the places they live.

Animals need four things to survive: air, water, 

food, and shelter.



Animals get the things they 

need from the places 

where they live. 



At times, that might mean getting things from you!

Let’s find out more about the 
basic needs of animals.



This is a black bear. 

Where does the bear live? 

Where does the bear get air? 

What should the bear eat? 

Where will it find water and shelter?

Bears breathe air wherever they are, 

such as in the mountains. They find 

water in lakes and rivers. They eat many 

different things, like fish, berries, roots, 

and insects. Bears often find shelter in 

caves or dens.



This is an octopus. 

How does it get air? 

What does it eat and drink? 

Where does it find shelter?

The octopus gets water from the ocean. The 

ocean water also provides the octopus with air. 

They eat fish, crab, snails, shrimp, scallops, and 

other sea animals. The octopus shelters in coral, 

rocks, and sand.



This is a house cat. 

How does it get air? 

What does it eat and drink? 

Where would a pet cat find shelter? 

House cats and other pets breathe the same 

air you do! Cats might drink water from puddles 

and ponds, as well as the water dish that 

their owner gives them. They eat cat food, 

which may include different meats and even 

vegetables. Lucky house cats find shelter in 

human homes and yards.



Now it’s your turn!

Where do these animals get air? 

What do they eat? 

Where do they find water? 

Where do they find shelter? 


