
Puppies run from place to place
.

Animals move their bodies in 
many different ways.

They walk, run,



hover, flutter, 
trot, swing,
jump, hop,

Monkeys swing from tree to tree.

Bu
tt

er
fl i

es
 fl u

tte
r over fl owers.

Rabbits hop to escape from dange
r.



glide, swim, flap, 
crawl, and…

Pe
nguins swim in icy waters.



STOP! Be perfectly still…

Did you breathe? Did you blink?  
Maybe you were super still…
But you have to move sometime! 
How will you eat? How will you get home?



Animals move in order to survive. 
They move to get food and water.

They move to protect themselves 
and their young.



They move to find or build 
shelter.

Animals move in many ways 
to take care of their basic 
survival needs.



When we talk about animals moving, 
we usually mean how they get from 
one place to another. We use action 
words like walk, run, crawl, hop, swim, 
trot, climb, fly, flutter, jump and scurry!  

Can you think of more words that 
describe moving from place to place?



We use words that describe animal 
movement, like fast, slow, smooth, 
swift, graceful, gentle, or speedy!
Animals use their…

LEGS,

CLAWS,

SKIN,



and sometimes even their
to get from place to place.

TAILS

WINGS,



But where are these animals 
going? Why are they moving 
from one place to another?

W
ildebeest migrating in Afric

a.

Ca
na

da

 geese migrating in the fall.

Se
a 

tu
rtl

es m
oving to the ocean.



eats what the anemone poisons and doesn’t get st
ung w

he
re

 it
 liv

es
.

Animals sometimes move to find 
food. Some animals move to find 
food by hunting. Moving is often 
about eating or avoiding being 
eaten!

W

ill t
he lion catch its prey or will it get away? 

Cl
ow

n 
fi s

h g
et 

food and protection from their sea anem
one hom

e.



Animals use their limbs to 
find and get their food. They 
use their mouths and teeth to 
eat it.  
Can you think of body 
parts that are used 
to chew, bite, lick, 
or swallow?

to suck nectar from fl owers.

and their teeth to chew the yummy leaves.

The butterfl y uses its long straw-like mouth

Koalas use their claws to climb trees



Animals also move to find 
shelter. Shelter protects 
animals from harsh weather 
and other animals that might 
harm them. Shelter provides 
a safe place for animals to 
care for their young. 



There are many different ways animals move to protect themselves. 
Animals dig, hide, climb, sneak, crouch, pounce, flee, and dive for 
protection. They use some of these same movements to find food.



How do these animals move to protect themselves?



Movement is about survival.  
You might say animals were 
born to move.  
So just keep moving!


