
Planting Instructions

1 Use a ruler to measure 3 cm from one end 
of the watering wick. Use a permanent 
marker to mark a line at 3 cm.

2 Push the watering wick up through the 
X cut in the bottom of the small plastic 
planting container. Stop pushing when the 
3 cm mark on the wick is at the bottom of 
the container.

3 Put on safety goggles and non-latex gloves.

4 Measure and add 1 measuring cup of 
potting soil to the small planting container.

5 Spread the potting soil flat.

6 Place 18 fertilizer pellets on top of the soil.

Plant your team’s control seeds

7 Measure and add 2 more measuring 
cups of potting soil to the small 
planting container on top of the 
fertilizer pellets.

8 Spread the potting soil flat.

9 Use the pipette to carefully sprinkle 
water onto the soil. Stop watering 
when water drips out from the bottom 
of the watering wick.

10 Open your envelope and, one at a 
time, carefully place half (about 10) of 
your seeds on top of the soil. Space 
the seeds apart from each other.

11 Measure 1 measuring cup of potting 
soil and gently sprinkle the soil on top 
of your seeds.



12 Use the pipette to carefully sprinkle a small 
amount of water onto the soil.

13 Rinse out the measuring cup.

14 Measure and add 4 measuring cups 
or water to the large plastic planting 
container. Add 1 small piece of anti-algal 
square to the water.

15 Carefully pick up the small planting 
container. Hold the container level to avoid 
spilling the soil. Set the small planting 
container in the top of the large planting 
container. Make sure that the watering 
wick reaches the water.

Plant your team’s test seeds

18 Repeat steps 1–17 for your test plants. 
As you plant, make the one change you 
described in your investigation plan, but 
keep everything else the same. Record 
the change you make in your Twig 
Books.

16 Make a plant label. On the label, 
write your team, your variety of plant 
(Standard or Purple Stem, Hairy), and 
“Environmental Condition: Control.”

17 Stick the label to the outside of the 
planting container.

19 Make another plant label. On the label, 
write your team, your variety of plant 
(Standard or Purple Stem, Hairy), and 
“Environmental Condition: Test.”

20 Stick the label to the outside of the 
second planting container.


